
Intercessions – Sunday 19 March 2023 

At this time of Lent, we begin with the prayer being used across the Durham diocese to open Lent 

study groups: 

Loving God,  

Guiding the people of Durham Diocese faithfully through the years; we thank you for saints who 

have marked our path, young and old, known and unknown, from all places and all walks of life.  

Help us to find your way in our generation, transformed by your truth, sharing your life, blessing 

our communities.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

Amen 

 

Transforming God, you have given us a vision of your glory in the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  Hear us as we bring to you our own lives to be transformed by you through your 
redeeming presence in the midst of this community.  In a world which can so easily become dull to 
the wonder of your glory, we pray that we strive to awaken all of those who come near to us, with 
your Spirit which dwells within us. 

Lord, in your mercy ……  Hear our prayer  

Dear Lord, we pray for the world-wide Christian Church in all its wonderful diversity, bringing the 
elements of different cultures into their worship. We especially pray for those churches who meet 
in difficult and often dangerous circumstances. Let them know and feel your all-abiding presence 
both to uphold their courage and to strengthen their faith. Transform our darkest places with your 
light.  

In our own church we pray and give thanks for Paul and our team of worship leaders; and as our 
advert for a new Priest in Charge goes to press, we pray that the right person will see it and apply.   
We also pray and give thanks for all those who so generously give their time, talents and financial 
support to build your Kingdom here. We pray for every member of our congregation and ask for 
your blessing this coming week.  As we approach our Annual Parochial Church Meeting, where all 
the positions needed to serve our church are again appointed, we pray that your Spirit will move 
us to volunteer, either again or perhaps for the first time, to wherever you want us to contribute. 

Lord, in your mercy ……….  Hear our prayer 

Gracious Lord, we pray for the people of the world and their leaders.  We pray for all who offer 
their services in the leadership of the affairs of the world that they may uphold what is right for 
the peace and survival of humankind.  We ask for peace in all troubled countries of the world, 
where every day people live with the threat of violence, war, terrorism, famine and natural 
disaster.  We pray for Ukraine and the enormous continued resilience shown by its people; we 
pray for those caught up in the civil war in Yemen;  we remember and  pray for all those in Turkey 
and Syria who continue to endure the devastation of the aftermath of the recent earthquakes;  we 
pray for a halt to all the atrocities practiced by tyrannical regimes on their populations.  Purify the 



minds and attitudes of those who bring violence and fear to the world.   May the world know 
Christ’s peace.      

Lord, in your mercy ……  Hear our prayer 

In our own country we pray and give thanks for all those unseen people, who work to improve the 

lives of their fellow citizens: 

- In the continued cost of living crisis, we give thanks for those running food banks or helping the 

most in need in so many other ways 

- In the continued disputes in public services, we give thanks for those wise and empathetic people 

who work to bring just resolution to these conflicts 

- In the continued crisis in our Health and Care services, we give thanks for the Doctors, Nurses and 

Care Workers who work long, stressful days, to cover vacancies and to seek to address backlogs 

 

Lord, in your mercy ……  Hear our prayer 

Lord, teach us to see the face of Christ in everyone we meet. We thank you for the community of 
which we are part; for those who share with us in its activities, and for all who serve its interests. 
Help us, as we have the opportunity, to make our own contribution to the life of the whole and to 
learn to be good neighbours, that by love we may serve one another. 

Lord, in your mercy ……  Hear our prayer 

Lord, send the light of Christ into the darkness of those who are in need or distress today. Reassure 
those who suffer that nothing will ever be able to separate us from your love, which will stay with 
us always as an ever-present help in times of trouble. 

We pray for the sick and for those who suffer. We pray for all those in nursing homes, hospitals 
and hospices; we pray for those who are housebound and lonely.  Comfort and heal all those who 
suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles; and bring them the 
joy of your salvation. 

Gathering our prayers into one, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us… 


