THE RIVERSIDE PARISHES
All Saints Hurworth Newsletter May 2021
All Saints Hurworth, St John the Baptist Low Dinsdale and All Saints Girsby,
working with St George and St Lawrence, Middleton St George

Thoughts for the month
Three in One and One in Three
Sunday May 30th is Trinity Sunday a special time in the church
year when we remember who God is, Father Son and Holy Spirit.
This is at the heart of what it means to be a Christian and yet it’s
very difficult to believe that God can be three in one. Of course it’s
beyond human understanding, God is a mystery and it would be a
remarkable thing if we were able to capture God within the
measure of our human mind. Our Christian teaching is not meant
to be an explanation of God rather a way of describing what we
know about God, even though we know it’s far beyond our
comprehension.
Trinity Sunday is a Sunday that has been celebrated since 1334
when Pope John XXII fixed it as the Sunday after Pentecost. We
don't have to remember any special events or rituals. Instead it’s a
day when we remember just God himself it’s a day to focus our
hearts and minds on him. It’s a bit like a birthday when we
celebrate a particular person and their presence with us.
The Doctrine is
1. God eternally exists as three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
2. Each person is fully God.
3. There is one God.
How can God be God the Father, and Jesus God the Son, and also
God the Holy Spirit? The doctrine of the Trinity is one of those
subjects which leaves everybody feeling confused but we use it
simply to describe how amazing God is. God is so big, so
wonderful that he is so far beyond our imaginations that to our
minds he really doesn’t seem to make sense.
Perhaps the best illustration is seen in the episode of Jesus
baptism. When Jesus was baptised, he went up immediately from
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and a voice from heaven
saying, ‘This is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased So
we have Father, Son and Holy Spirit all in one episode.
Paul Mallett
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BE KIND TO EACH OTHER
‘And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who
is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their
reward.’ (Matthew 10:42)
During the Covid-19 pandemic, there have been thousands of shining
examples up and down the country of people going the extra mile to help the
elderly, vulnerable and those at risk, not the least of them here in Hurworth.
The helpers have been shopping, cooking meals, making regular telephone
calls, and checking that needs are being met. We must sincerely hope that
these acts of kindness will continue well beyond the coronavirus outbreak.
Simple acts of kindness are so important in cementing the fabric of our
society. Some years ago, this thought inspired the following poem:
A Brighter Tomorrow
There is much we can do just to brighten
This world of all take and no give,
There's a great deal that we can contribute
Through the everyday lives that we live.
By supporting one's elderly neighbours
Or through lending a hand in some way
It's by taking a bunch of spring flowers
To someone to brighten their day.
It's by sparing a few precious hours
In the service of those most in need
It's all about setting a standard
And trying to give others a lead
It’s the way that we tend to treat others
And help and aid folks in distress
It’s the care and assistance we offer
That will set us apart from the rest.
The choice that we face is quite simple
The rewards plain for all men to see
‘As you did all of this to my brother
Then’ said Christ, ‘you did it to Me.’
By Colin Hammacott.
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Open the Book Reaches Out to the Primary School
Over the past six years, nine of our congregation have been going
into Hurworth Primary School to take assemblies. The initiative
called “Open the Book’” offers primary school children an
opportunity to hear key Bible Stories. The children are encouraged
to join in and many show up our acting abilities. We have fun and
they have fun. We are often greeted enthusiastically by the
children in the village.
Unfortunately, over the last year, we have been unable to go into
school due to Covid. We have missed the pupils and staff.
As a way of keeping in touch, and thanks to three sponsors, we
have been able to provide each child with an Easter Booklet
entitled “All about Easter” a resurrection rhyme.
We do not know at this stage, when we will be able to return to
school.
We’re always looking to increase our team. No audition needed!!!
If you’re interested contact
Pat De Martino
01325 720335

WHATʼS ON OFFER FOR OUR YOUNGSTERS?
Until the current Coronavirus restriction are lifted it is not possible
to say when the following youth activities in the village will begin
again:
All Saints Church Creche—cancelled until further notice
Hurworth Friday Hangout—cancelled until further notice
Friday Night Drop In—cancelled until further notice
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Church Services in Hurworth,
Middleton St George, Low Dinsdale and Girsby
MAY 2021
Sunday 2nd Hurworth

10.30am

Holy Communion

MSG

10.00am

Holy Communion

Thurs 6th

Hurworth

8.00am

Morning Prayer

Sunday 9th

Hurworth

10.30am

Service of the Word

MSG

10.00am

Service of the Word

Hurworth

8.00AM

Morning Prayer

MSG
(Zoom only)

7.00pm

Ascension Day
Worship

Sunday 16th Hurworth

10.30AM

Service of the Word

10.00am

Service of the Word

Dinsdale

11.00am

Morning Prayer

Hurworth

8.00AM

Morning Prayer

10.30AM

Service of the Word

MSG

10.00am

Service of the Word

Hurworth

8.00AM

Morning Prayer

10.30AM

Service of the Word

10.00am

Service of the Word

Thurs 13th

MSG (St Georgeʼs
Church)

Thurs 20th

Sunday 23rd Hurworth

Thurs 27th

Sunday 30t Hurworth
MSG

Hurworth Sunday Services are in church and are also streamed live on Zoom
Link details are available on request from the editor

MSG services are held at Middleton St George Community Centre
unless otherwise stated above.
For MSG Zoom link details go to services@stlmsg.org
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Beware the use-by date
Nobody likes to throw food away, but if you ignore the use by
dates and go by smell alone, you can risk serious illness.
So warns the Food Standards Agency. In a recent study, the
regulator found that half of us do not always check use-by
dates.
Many of us still smell the milk to see if it is still okay, and even
Theresa May, the former Prime Minister, has admitted to
scraping the mould off jam in order to cut waste.
The agency has warned that some Britons who actively ignore
use-by dates could risk being hospitalised. Use-by dates are
carefully calculated by assessing bacteria on food which could
multiply to make them ill.
A spokesman for the agency said: “Itʼs great that consumers
are trying to minimise food waste, but there are lots of ways
to do that without gambling with your health, such as planning your meals ahead of time, checking what you have in the
fridge that is close to its use-by date, and freezing food right
up until the use-by dates.”
Sadly, there are around 2.4million cases of food poisoning
each year, and 180 deaths.
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CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
Whilst the current Coronavirus restrictions
remain in place no further meetings are
planned.
We look forward to seeing you soon
APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR COMMUNITY GRANTS
The Hurworth Rogers Charitable Trust is a local charitable fund, created
to benefit people living in the Hurworth area.
The Trustees of this fund very much welcome funding applications relating to
at least one of the following charitable purposes of the Trust.
To assist the elderly who are suffering financial hardship or are in poor health.
To assist those suffering from mental illness.
To promote the development of young people.
Such other charitable purposes as defined by law and which advance
a public benefit.
These points provide a brief and general description of the Trust’s
charitable purposes and are intended only to guide anyone in deciding if
they may qualify for assistance.
We look forward to receiving and considering applications, but please note that
all final decisions will be made by the Trustees.
The Trustees are always happy to receive donations to further the
charitable objectives of The Trust.
If you would like an application form, please contact the Trust Secretary, Mrs
Milly Stoney. milly.stoney@outlook.com
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Hurworth Parish Council Notes
An invitation to All Model Engineers
Hurworth Community Centre is the home
of South Durham Society of Model
Engineers (SDSME) and welcomes
people of all ages, with an interest in
things mechanical, to join us.
We have a multi-gauge ride on railway in
the grounds with both steam and electric
engines for members to use.
The public are invited to ride 10am to 1230pm on the first Sunday of each month,
weather permitting, and the track is next to a children’s playground.
A garden railway (45mm gauge) has recently been built and will be
in use during the year.
We welcome visitors with their own engines by prior arrangement.
In the basement there is a Natter Room with a technical library and a
workshop where we meet every Tuesday at 7pm for informal
discussions and a cuppa.
Pop in for a chat, visitors are welcome.
For further information visit the sdsme website : www.sdsme.co.uk

HURWORTH GRANGE BAR RE - OPENING
The bar will be open for outdoor service only, as from Fri 16th April.
Opening Hours: Friday from 5pm
Saturday from 12 noon
Sunday from 12 noon
Social distancing and Covid19 rules will apply. Table service provided
The Riverside Parishes
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The New Grange Bar
The bar at Hurworth Grange has been totally re-designed and re-furbished, and
fitted out with new ultra-comfortable furnishings.
The Grange engaged a professional designer, Emma Chapman, whose company
specialises in designing hospitality suites and projects of this nature. Emma lives
in Croft and has also overseen the work and acted as our quality controller
throughout the project.
We thank Emma for her dedication to this project, and using her words, she describes the transformation.
The Grange Bar Refurbishment:
‘I’ve worked on many projects across the Uk, often at the other end of the country,
for me its really important that I can offer my design services to not only a local
project but one within the village I grew up in. I feel I am giving something special
back to the community for everyone to enjoy. The coming summer is going to be
celebrated by everyone more than ever and I know the residents and families in
and around Hurworth will love the refurbished bar, overlooking the surrounding
playing fields’.
Working from the client brief we have created a space that encapsulates the feel of
a traditional country pub, we have added warmth and atmosphere to the Bar by
specifying warm, natural and neutral tones. We have revealed many of the original
features within the room such as the parquet flooring, wall panelling and ceiling
cornice.
Maximising the beautiful views across the playing fields we have opened up the
windows by specifying light textured fabrics, as well as designed seating areas to
enjoy the outlook.

The entire area has been upgraded to provide a tasteful layout, comfort and
ambience. It is designed to be ‘the place where you want to be’.
The New Grange Bar will be fully open on 17th May.
Highlights:*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Ample parking
Beautiful surroundings
Victorian fireplace
Superb colour scheme and lighting
Comfort and ambience
Wide range of wines, spirits and ales
Competitive prices

THE BAR IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – MAKE THIS YOUR
VILLAGE INN.
The Riverside Parishes
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Hurworth Churches Working
Together
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Being brave?
Some time ago I was helping my granddaughter Emma into
her car seat in the back of my car, when I accidentally
banged her head. She started to cry. ʻCome on,Emma, be
brave,ʼ I said.
ʻBut I donʼt want to be brave,ʼ she objected.
I guess we all know that feeling. Sometimes life is hard, and
we know we have a need for courage, but somehow, we just
donʼt want to be brave. We would rather give in, surrender to
the difficulties, and wallow in self-pity.
The Bible seems to constantly exhort us to be brave, to be
strong, to take heart, to be courageous. And life during a
pandemic certainly calls for us to make a courageous
response. But occasionally we may feel overwhelmed and
ready to give in or give up.
Perhaps you are reading this at just such a moment. Maybe
this comes as a message to you from God so that you do not
lose heart. He knows you, and He sees your situation. And
He speaks to encourage you, as He did to the church at
Philadelphia: ʻI know that you have little strengthʼ (Revelation
3:8).
He is the compassionate and understanding God who draws
alongside us, to give strength to the weary and power to the
weak (Isaiah 40:29). You donʼt have to do anything, simply
turn to Him in your need and ask for help.
You will discover, as the apostle Paul did, that when you are
weak, then you are strong. His power will be demonstrated
through your weakness. You can do whatever is required of
you because He will give you strength

The Riverside Parishes
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More Extracts from Church Bulletins/Parish Notices
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled.
Proceeds will be used to cripple children.
Don’t let worry kill you off – let the church help.
Miss Chralene Mason sang “I will not pass this way again” giving
obvious pleasure to the congregation.
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What is Hell”.
Come early and listen to the choir practice.
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased
person you want remembered.
The Low Self Esteem Group will meet on Thursday at 7pm in the church
hall. Please use the back door.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24th in the
church. So ends the friendship that began in their school days.

Newsletter Information
This Newsletter is compiled and printed by members of All Saints Church
Hurworth and distributed by a team of volunteers in the spirit of Christians
Working Together in Hurworth and the surrounding villages.
Appropriate copy is always welcome as are offers to assist with the distribution to
our growing community.
All copy for the Newsletter, including events, articles for
publication,advertisement design or payment MUST be received by10th of the
previous month at the latest, or inclusion may not be possible
Advertising rates are as follows :Quarter page - 1 insertion £16, 5 (half year) £75 10 (I year) £145
Half page insertions £32 each, £140 per half year
Editors Contact details :Denis Pinnegar - Email denispinnegar@aol.com

Tel

01325 720835

A.W Tree Care

Fully Insured

Tree & Hedge Professionals

All Aspects of Tree

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist

Work Undertaken

Tree Felling, Dismantling & Pruning - Hedge Cutting
Stump Removal - Grinding - Site/Garden Clearance
Tree Inspections and Reports - Woodland Management
T -01740 620216

M – 07544 802052

Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb,. SOC Arb

Call Steve on 01325 244491 or 07809 771623

The Riverside Parishes are currently in Interregnum and as such
awaiting the appointment of a new Priest in Charge.
If you wish to seek advice or guidance on church related matters please
direct your enquiries to one of the members of the team listed below:

Hurworth Church Wardens

Email addresses :

Julia Clarke

juliahclarke@aol.com

01325 720662

Lay Reader
Paul Mallett 01325 722089

mallett26@hotmail.com

Authorised Pastoral Assistant
Jill Bramwell 01325 721863

bramwelljill@hotmail.com

Hurworth Baptisms -initial contact:
Jill Bramwell

01325 721863

bramwelljill@hotmail.com

Hurworth Weddings
Ruth Everson 07792 148205

rutheverson9480@gmail.com

Hurworth Funerals -initial contact:
Enid Thompson 01325 720746

enid.thompson@gmail.com

Dinsdale Church Warden
Reuben Robson 01325 332439

win.sam@hotmail.co.uk

Girsby Church Wardens
Allen Harrison 01609 881534

harrisoncanda@hotmail.co.uk

Jane Alderson 01609 881305

pommiegrannie@gmail.com

Middleton St George Church Wardens
Dave McKittrick 07963 678021

djmckittrick1@hotmail.com

Roger Sansom 01325 401850

roger@sansomfamily.org

(For Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals in Dinsdale, Girsby & MSG please
contact the appropriate Church Warden initially)

“Where there is only one set
of footprints, that is where I
have carried you”.
The Riverside Parishes
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